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A professional update day for pharmacy academics 
 

Pharmacy Student Fitness to Practise: 
What have we learnt from the first 6 years and what’s next? 

 

Tuesday 6th September 2016 9.30am - 4.00pm 
Main Building, Aston Pharmacy School, Birmingham 

 
Aim 
Student fitness to practise was mandated by the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) for 
all accredited Pharmacy Schools from September 2010. This is the first nationally organised 
meeting available to all levels of academic staff to discuss and learn more about student 
fitness to practise across the country since its introduction. 
 
What will the day be about? 
In 2016 the GPhC is reviewing their guidance for Pharmacy Schools in light of the newly 
proposed standards for pharmacy professionals and the experiences of the past six years. In 
this session we will hear from the regulator about their views of cases that they have dealt 
with and provide wider insight of the implications of student fitness to practise on 
registration as pharmacy professionals. 
 
Prof Tim David has extensive experience in student fitness to practise over a wide variety of 
health professions as Chair of the Manchester pan-faculty student fitness to practise 
committee. He co-authored the literature review for the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain which underpinned the introduction of student fitness to practise in pharmacy. 
In this session he will provide his perspectives of pharmacy student fitness to practise and 
also share his experiences of fitness to practise across other student health professions. 
 
The Pharmacists’ Defence Association (PDA) represents many practising pharmacists and 
pharmacy students. They often take the role of advocates, supporting students in fitness to 
practise investigations and hearings. The PDA will give their views on cases they have been 
involved with to share good practise and provide advice on delivering exemplary fitness to 
practise processes.  
 
During the day there will be opportunity to break out into smaller groups to discuss 
experiences of fitness to practise processes and cases.  
 
Speakers 
Damian Day, Head of Education, General Pharmaceutical Council 
Prof Tim David, Pan Faculty Academic Lead for Student Fitness to Practise and Chair of the 
Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences Fitness to Practise Committee, University of 
Manchester 
Mark Pitt, Assistant General Secretary, The Pharmacists’ Defence Association 
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Who should attend? 
MPharm staff (academic and non-academic) who: 

 are responsible for fitness to practise procedures 

 cover aspects of professionalism, law or ethics in their teaching 

 have management responsibilities for undergraduate students including admissions 

 act as personal tutors 
 

Chair 
Dr Matthew Boyd, Vice-Chair Pharmacy Law and Ethics Association  
 
Timings 
Registration from 9.30am; Event 10.00am to 4.00pm 
 
Booking 
Register for event on the PLEA website: http://www.plea.org.uk 
Fees: for PLEA members: £40 For non-members: £75 
 
Note: Following an educational grant from the Applied Law and Ethics Teaching project 
(APPLET) PLEA is delighted to announce that each School of Pharmacy is entitled to one 
FREE place. This can be used for either a member or non-member of PLEA. The discount 
code will be sent to Heads of School for use at their discretion. Use of the code for a non-
member will not entitle the delegate to PLEA membership.  
 
PLEA membership is available to anyone with an interest in pharmacy law and ethics at a 
rate of £25 for one year or a discounted five year rate of £100). Membership includes free 
attendance at the PLEA annual seminar held usually held in May each year 
 
Venue 
The event will be held in the Main Building of Aston University (exact location details will be 
sent just prior to the event) 
 
Routes to Aston and a campus map can be found at 
http://www.aston.ac.uk/about/directions/ 
 
Any questions? 
Please contact Dr Matthew Boyd, Vice Chair PLEA  
Telephone 0115 9515061 or email matthew.boyd@nottingham.ac.uk 


